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The UN, the U.S. and India have condemned incidents of majoritarian violence against 

Bangladesh’s Hindu minority community during Durga Puja in the past few days. What is particularly 

worrying is that the attacks which have left at least six people dead and dozens injured, have followed, 

according to the Government, fake news reports shared over social media, indicating a conspiracy to 

instigate the violence. The mob violence appears to have begun in Comilla, in Chittagong district, where 

an image allegedly showing disrespect to the Koran was circulated, and resulted in several major mob 

attacks on Hindu temples and homes belonging to the minority community. The Narendra Modi 

government, which has sought to preserve good relations with Bangladesh’s Sheikh Hasina government, 

has also praised the authorities for moving quickly to take control of the situation. According to the 

police, more than 450 people have been arrested over the past week of violence and more than 70 

cases filed in different parts of Bangladesh. Prime Minister Hasina has promised strict action and sought 

to reassure minorities during an address via videoconference to Hindu devotees at the Dhakeshwari 

national temple. In a message for New Delhi, she also said that Bangladesh’s big neighbour must be 

sensitive to the situation, and alluding to violence against minorities in India, asked that “nothing is done 

there [India] that affects our country [Bangladesh]”. The Indian High Commission in Dhaka, which was in 

touch with law and order officials at the Centre, also stepped in to meet with members of the 

Bangladeshi Hindu community, including representatives from the ISKCON group that was attacked. The 

ISKCON headquarters in West Bengal as well as BJP leaders also called on Mr. Modi to personally 

intervene. 

 

Given the seriousness of the attacks and the fear that has gripped the Hindu minority in 

Bangladesh, the international and Indian concern is not surprising. However, New Delhi will have to act 

cautiously in light of all the various links between India and Bangladesh. While the Indian High 

Commission’s act of meeting local minorities comes from a sense of compassion, it could be read as an 

act of interference. The impact of the Citizenship (Amendment) Act in 2019 had a widespread effect in 

Bangladesh, and at least 12 people were killed in protests against Mr. Modi’s visit to Dhaka earlier this 

year. As a regional leader, India has every right to be concerned about the plight of communities in the 

subcontinent. However, it must ensure that its domestic drivers do not upset carefully built foreign 

relations. And any act that is seen as religiously partisan is bound to destabilise the otherwise close and 

productive relations between the two countries, which have a shared history of cooperation over much 

of the past 50 years. 

 

 condemn (verb) – censure, criticize, 

castigate, denounce, reprimand, rebuke, 

reprove. 

 majoritarian (adjective) – relating to a 

philosophy that states that a majority 

(sometimes categorized by religion, 

language, social class, or some other 

identifying factor) of the population is 

entitled to a certain degree of primacy 

(priority) in society, and has the right to make 

decisions that affect the society. 

 conspiracy (noun) – (unlawful) plan/plot, 

intrigue, collaboration/deception, collusion. 

 instigate (verb) – provoke, incite, stir up, 

whip up, goad, foment, egg on, trigger off. 

 mob (noun) – a large, disorganized, and often 

violent crowd of people. 

 allegedly (adverb) – reportedly, supposedly, 

purportedly, ostensibly, apparently. 

 disrespect (noun) – lack of respect, affront, 

insult, indignity, irreverence, lack of civility, 

contempt, discourtesy. 

 result in (phrasal verb) – cause, bring on, 

bring about. 

 belong to (verb) – be associated with, be 

connected to, be linked to. 

 seek (verb) – try, aim, attempt. 
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 preserve (verb) – keep up, continue, uphold, 

maintain, sustain. 

 the authority (noun) – the government, the 

administration, the establishment. 

 address (noun) – talk, speech, discourse. 

 neighbour (noun) – a country that is next to 

another country; (bordering) country. 

 sensitive (adjective) – delicate, subtle, 

careful, diplomatic, thoughtful; responsive 

to, quick to respond to, reactive to (slight 

changes/differences).   

 allude to (verb) – refer to, mention, speak 

briefly of, imply. 

 in touch (phrase) – in contact, 

communication, connection. 

 law and order (phrase) – lawfulness, 

peacefulness, harmony (of a society); 

goodwill, non-violence. 

 step in (phrasal verb) – intervene, become 

involved, get involved. 

 call on (phrasal verb) – appeal to, ask, 

request. 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 

account, bearing in mind. 

 grip (verb) – afflict, affect, beset, torment. 

 in light of (phrase) – taking into 

consideration, considering, bearing in mind, 

in view of. 

 link (noun) – connection, relationship, 

association, affiliation, tie. 

 compassion (noun) – sympathy, feeling, 

empathy, consideration, humanity. 

 read (verb) – interpret, take to mean, 

construe, see, understand. 

 interference (noun) – intervention, 

involvement, meddling. 

 Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA) (noun) – 

The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2019 seeks 

to grant citizenship to religious minorities of 

Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Bangladesh, who 

had to flee their homeland facing 

persecution. The six minority groups that 

have been specifically identified are Hindus, 

Jains, Sikhs, Buddhists, Christians, and Parsis. 

 concerned (about) (adjective) – caring, 

attentive to, considerate of. 

 plight (noun) – difficult situation, 

trouble/difficulty, quandary. 

 subcontinent (noun) – the Indian 

subcontinent, it is a physiographical region in 

South Asia. Geopolitically, the Indian 

subcontinent, consisting variably of India, 

Nepal, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Bhutan, Sri 

Lanka, and the Maldives.  

 driver (noun) – factor. 

 bound to (adjective) – certain, sure, very 

likely, guaranteed. 

 destabilise (verb) – undermine, weaken, 

impair, damage, subvert, sabotage. 

 productive (adjective) – useful, valuable, 

effective, beneficial, helpful. 

************************************************************************************* 

 

The virtual meet of the Foreign Ministers of India, the U.S., Israel and the UAE is a strong 

manifestation of the changes in West Asian geopolitics. If Israel and the UAE did not even have formal 

diplomatic relations a year ago, their growing economic and strategic cooperation is opening up 

opportunities for other powers, including India. External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, now in Israel, 

joined the quadrilateral conference after meeting his Israeli counterpart Yair Lapid, where they had 

agreed to launch talks for a free trade agreement. The four-nation meeting also points to India’s 

strategic desire to adopt a regional foreign policy strategy towards West Asia, transcending its 

bilateralism. Over the years, India has built vibrant bilateral ties with all the countries in the grouping. It 

is a member of the Quad with the U.S., Australia and Japan, which have common concerns and shared 

interests on East Asia. Israel is one of India’s top defence suppliers. The UAE is vital for India’s energy 

security. The Gulf country, which hosts millions of Indian workers, has also shown interest to mediate 

between India and Pakistan. 
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In the past, there were three pillars to India’s West Asia policy — the Sunni Gulf monarchies, 

Israel and Iran. Now that the gulf between the Sunni kingdoms and Israel is being narrowed, especially 

after the Abraham Accords, the normalisation agreements signed between Israel and the UAE and 

Bahrain under the tutelage of the Trump administration, India faces fewer challenges to a regionalist 

approach. Mr. Jaishankar has hinted that there would be more meetings among the four countries. 

While it is too early to speak of the strategic significance of such a grouping, there are areas where it can 

deepen its engagement — trade, energy ties, fighting climate change and enhancing maritime security. 

But India should also be mindful of the challenges in the region. The U.S. is clearly seeking to lessen its 

footprint here as part of its pivot to East Asia to tackle China’s rise, which is redrawing West Asia’s 

traditional equations. India should be careful not to get sucked into the many conflicts of West Asia that 

could intensify amid growing regional rivalries. While the Abraham Accords made it easier for India to 

find common ground with the Israelis and the Emiratis, the contradiction between this emerging bloc 

and Iran remains as intense as ever. India, which sees itself aligned with the U.S. in the Indo-Pacific, 

faces deepening insecurities in continental Asia after the American withdrawal from Afghanistan. And it 

will have to work closely with countries such as Iran to deal with the challenges emanating from a post-

American Afghanistan. So the challenge before New Delhi is to retain a healthy relationship with Iran 

even as it seeks to build a stronger regional partnership with the U.S.-Israel-UAE bloc. 

 

 

 virtual (adjective) – performing a task with 

the use of the computer, especially over a 

network. 

 retain (verb) – maintain, keep, continue, 

preserve. 

 ties (noun) – association, relationship, bond, 

connection. 

 seek (verb) – try to obtain; attempt, aim. 

 bloc (noun) – group, association, alliance, 

union. 

 manifestation (noun) – display, 

demonstration, indication, expression.  

 geopolitics (noun) – the study of the 

geographical factors (a country’s position on 

the earth, size, climate, and natural 

resources & etc.) in world politics and inter-

state relations. 

 diplomatic (adjective) – (delicate & 

sensitive) consular, foreign-policy. 

 growing (adjective) – increasing. 

 strategic (adjective) – relating to achieving 

long-term or overall goals. 

 open up (phrasal verb) – make/become 

accessible; make/become available. 

 quadrilateral (adjective) – involving four 

groups or countries. 

 counterpart (noun) – someone or something 

that has the same job or purpose as another; 

equivalent, equal, fellow. 

 launch (verb) – start, begin, initiate. 

 free trade (noun) – a policy to eliminate 

barriers/limits/regulations against imports 

and exports. 

 free trade agreement (FTA) (noun) – a 

treaty/pact between two or more countries 

to facilitate trade and eliminate trade 

barriers. 

 point to (verb) – indicate, suggest, denote. 

 strategy (noun) – plan of action (in order to 

achieve a more expansive set of political, 

economic, and security interests). 

 transcend (verb) – go beyond, rise above, 

cut across; surpass, excel, exceed. 

 bilateralism (noun) – the conduct of 

political, economic, or cultural relations 

between two sovereign states. 

 vibrant (adjective) – energetic, high-spirited, 

lively. 

 bilateral (adjective) – involving two groups 

or countries. 

 concern (noun) – a particular (common) 

interest, especially in politics or business. 

 shared (adjective) – collective, common, 

collaborative, mutual. 
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 interest (noun) – a particular (common) 

concern, especially in politics or business. 

 vital (adjective) – key, essential, important. 

 

 

 

 energy security (noun) – the uninterrupted 

availability of energy sources at an 

affordable price. Energy security has many 

aspects: long-term energy security mainly 

deals with timely investments to supply 

energy in line with economic developments 

and environmental needs. On the other 

hand, short-term energy security focuses on 

the ability of the energy system to react 

promptly to sudden changes in the supply-

demand balance. 

 host (verb) – have. 

 pillar (noun) – support, backbone, upholder, 

champion. 

 Sunni (adjective) – relating to Sunni 

branch/sect of Islam. 

 monarchy (noun) – kingdom, sovereign 

state; a form of government in which a 

country is ruled by someone who rules for 

life and usually receives their position from 

another person when that person dies 

(Courtesy: VOA Learning English). 

 gulf (noun) – gap, rift; division, rupture, 

chasm. 

 narrow (verb) – decrease, reduce, contract, 

make smaller. 

 Abraham accord (noun) – it is a treaty of 

peace, diplomatic relations and full 

normalization between the United Arab 

Emirates and the State of Israel. It is signed 

in the White House on Tuesday (15th Sep, 

2020) by the UAE, Bahrain and Israel, under 

U.S. President Donald Trump’s mediation. 

 normalisation (noun) – the process of 

bringing something (e.g. economic activity) 

back to a normal condition. 

 tutelage (noun) – guardianship,  guidance; 

instruction. 

 regionalist (adjective) – relating to a political 

notion (idea) which favours regionalization. 

 speak of (phrasal verb) – mention, talk 

about, discuss, refer to. 

 deepen (verb) – increase, intensify. 

 engagement (noun) – participation, taking 

part, involvement. 

 climate change (noun) – a long-term change 

in the Earth’s climate, or of a region on Earth 

(Courtesy: NASA). 

 maritime (adjective) – of or related to the 

sea. 

 mindful (adjective) – conscious of, aware of, 

alert to, careful of, wary of, sensible of. 

 footprint (noun) – impression, mark/trace, 

effect, impact; range of operation. 

 pivot (noun) – focus, central point, focal 

point. 

 redraw (verb) – create, formulate, work out, 

devise, think up (something again). 

 the equation (noun) – the situation. 

 get stuck into (phrase) – throw oneself into, 

set one’s hand to, get down on, become 

involved in something, start doing something 

(with enthusiasm & interest). 

 amid (preposition) – in the middle of, 

surrounded by; during. 

 rivalry (noun) – opposition, conflict, discord; 

vying, competition, contention. 

 common ground (phrase) – shared opinions, 

beliefs (or interests). 

 contradiction (noun) – disagreement, 

opposition, inconsistency, incongruity, 

mismatch, variance. 

 align (verb) – unite, combine, join, team up, 

band together, cooperate. 

 The Indo-Pacific (region) (noun) – the Indo-

Pacific region refers to the confluence 

(convergence) of the Pacific and Indian 

Oceans, which interconnect in Southeast 

Asia (Indonesia, Vietnam, Thailand, 

Philippines, Malaysia, Singapore, and more). 

 withdrawal (noun) – retreat, departure, 

disengagement. 

 emanate (verb) – emerge, ensue, come out, 

arise, originate. 
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